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Preparations for presidential elections in the Dominican Republic, scheduled for May 1994, are
facing serious difficulties. The previous two elections, in 1986 and 1990, were characterized by
extremely tight vote margins for the victors, plus charges of irregularities and fraud. This year, in an
effort to clean up the electoral process, authorities planned a new voter registration program, with
each of the country's estimated four million eligible voters required to receive a photo identification
credential. The registration process was scheduled for the four-day period between Feb. 18 and
Feb. 21. However, even before it got off the ground, the process became marred by protests and
charges of "illegal" maneuvering. On Feb. 14, international news agencies reported widespread
discontent over the government's decision to award the contract for production of the ID cards to an
IBM- Kodak consortium. According to dissenting members of the government's Central Electoral
Board (Junta Central Electoral, JCE, which awarded the contract) the procedure used in granting
the contract was "illegal." They claim that several other companies had submitted contract bids
for about half the cost. Two days later, leaders of the governing Reformist Social Christian Party
(Partido Reformista Social Cristiano, PRSC) allegedly broke into the official voter registration office
in Nagua province. According to office director Ana Miledys Hernandez, the assailants stole official
documents including public birth records. The four-day registration drive itself was marred by
problems stemming from a shortage of registration materials at some sites and bureaucratic delays.
Several groups called for an extension of the Feb. 21 registration deadline. On Feb. 20, a woman
was trampled to death in Los Palmares, 30 km. from Santo Domingo, during a demonstration
against delays in implementation of the voter registration process. (Sources: Agence France-Presse,
02/14/93, 02/16/93, 02/20/93; Notimex, 02/20/93)
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